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reptile
(reptaɪl  , US -tɪl  )

Word forms: Word forms: plural reptiles reptiles 

countable noun

ReptilesReptiles are a group of cold-blooded animals which have skins covered with
small hard plates called scales and lay eggs. Snakes, lizards, and crocodiles
are reptiles.
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reptile in British

(ˈrɛptaɪl  )

noun

any of the cold-blooded vertebrates constituting the class Reptilia,
characterized by lungs, an outer covering of horny scales or plates, and
young produced in amniotic eggs. The class today includes the tortoises,
turtles, snakes, lizards, and crocodiles; in Mesozoic times it was the dominant
group, containing the dinosaurs and related forms

a grovelling insigni�cant person

you miserable little reptile!

adjective

creeping, crawling, or squirming

grovelling or insigni�cant; mean; contemptible

Collins English Dictionary. Copyright © HarperCollins Publishers

Word origin of 'reptile'
C14: from Late Latin reptilis creeping, from Latin rēpere to crawl

reptile in American

(ˈrɛpˌtaɪl  ; repˈtīlˌ; ˈrɛptəl  ; repˈtəl)

noun

any of a class (Reptilia) of coldblooded vertebrates having lungs, an
entirely bony skeleton, a body covered with scales or horny plates, and a
heart with two atria and, usually, a single ventricle, including the snakes,
lizards, turtles, crocodiles, and dinosaurs

a mean, sneaky, groveling person

adjective

of, like, or characteristic of a reptile; reptilian

Webster’s New World College Dictionary, 4th Edition. Copyright © 2010 by Houghton Mi�in Harcourt. All rights reserved.

Word origin of 'reptile'
LL(Ec) < neut. of L reptilis, crawling < reptus, pp. of repere, to creep < IE base *rēp-, to creep, crawl >
Lith réplioti, to creep, OHG rebo, tendril
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Example sentences containing 'reptile'
 These examples have been automatically selected and may contain sensitive content. Read more…

As a result, we are losing the animals that feed on them: birds and reptiles and amphibians and
mammals.
TIMES, SUNDAY TIMES (2016)

Most reptiles and some insects do this.
TIMES, SUNDAY TIMES (2013)

The great man settles himself down next to reptiles and amphibians.
TIMES, SUNDAY TIMES (2008)

It was the �ercest marine reptile and the biggest of its era.
TIMES, SUNDAY TIMES (2008)

If you really struggle, reptiles and amphibians rarely cause problems.
TIMES, SUNDAY TIMES (2008)

Did nobody tell them that they are cold-blooded reptiles before they wasted the cost of a
helicopter?
THE SUN (2012)

It eats insects, small mammals and reptiles.
THE SUN (2015)

I used to take the insect and reptile house all the time.
THE SUN (2006)

Eight per cent of its birds and 90 per cent of its mammals and reptiles are unique to the islands.
TIMES, SUNDAY TIMES (2015)

People can tame all kinds of animals and birds and reptiles and �sh, but no one can tame the
tongue.
CHRISTIANITY TODAY (2000)

The reason why most mammals and reptiles hide this organ safely inside their bodies until it needs
to be used is basically a damage limitation tactic.
THE SUN (2007)

In this country at least, a specialist in reptiles and amphibians has little to show o� in terms of
identi�cation skills.
TIMES, SUNDAY TIMES (2009)

Below: reptile meets mammal - who wins?
TIMES, SUNDAY TIMES (2009)

They were given two-month prison sentences suspended for a year and banned from keeping birds,
reptiles and insects.
TIMES, SUNDAY TIMES (2007)

Greenhouse gases are pushing up temperatures, forcing the cold-blooded reptiles to spend more
time hiding in cool spots.
THE SUN (2010)

The insulin of the more advanced bony �sh, reptiles, and mammals is a little cluster of six chains.
Wills, ChristopherWills, Christopher THE RUNAWAY BRAIN: THE EVOLUTION OF HUMAN UNIQUENESS (1993)

In �sh, reptiles and birds, the yolk is contained within a yolk sac which is absorbed into the embryo
as the yolk is used.
McCahill, T. A.McCahill, T. A. BIOLOGY BASIC FACTS (1982)
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